Can your adult patient consent to medical treatment?

Adults have the right to consent to or refuse medical treatment. This flow chart can help determine whether
substitute consent may be needed if an adult with a disability lacks capacity to make decisions about treatment.

Is there a medical emergency?

You can administer treatment unless aware of refusal of
treatment in an ACD.

Is the patient able to make a decision autonomously or with support*?

The patient can consent to or refuse treatment.

Is the patient likely to recover decision-making ability within a reasonable time?

Would further delay in treatment
significantly deteriorate the
patient's condition?

Wait for patient to be
able to make decision.

Has the patient refused the treatment in an ACD?
Make referral to
OPG for dispute
Do not proceed with resolution or

treatment. apply to TasCAT
for review of ACD

Is there a person responsible or a substitute decision-maker?

- Person Responsible or substitute decision-
maker can consent to or refuse treatment.

Is the proposed treatment significant treatment?

Apply to TasCAT to have a
substitute decision-maker
appointed.

Proceed with routine

treatment without consent. * Support may consist of written treatment information provided in a

::qel:ﬁzrr:e':tfrd keeping format the person can understand or ensuring a support person is
available (an advocate or loved one).






